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SOS CHILDREN'S VILLAGE - NEXT TO HOME

Chitra Rajuskar' and Swati Kamble?

Children constitute principal assets of any
country. Their rights need to be fulfilled for the
development and protection of human resources
of the nation. Every child needs family for healthy
growth and development but not all children are
fortunate enough to have one. The main reason
for a child to become orphan is disaster, either
natural or human made. Natural disasters include
floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, volcanic eruptions,
earthquakes, tsunamis and other geological
processes. Human made disaster include wars,
terrorism, riots, nuclear disaster, stampedes,
fires, transport accidents, industrial accidents etc.

Besides the above reasons not every child
grows in its own biological family. Some are
unfortunate because their parents are either not
traceable or dead. Whereas some do have
Parents but become destitute because of
negligence of parents or relatives. Some belong
1o broken families or single parent families which
may result in institutionalization. The scenario is
Universally same irrespective of country, caste,
Creed, eonomic condition or educational
background of society.

India has the largest child population in the
world. In the earliar decades, the agro based rural
Society was of homogenous culture having joint
United family. But migration of rural population to
Cities, in search of livelihood has changed the
family pattern. The new culture of urbanized
Society that constitutes mainly nuclear families
e

has its own contribution in insecurity of child. It is
much more difficult for a child to survive if it
comes from a nuclear family and has lost its
parents or is abandoned by them. Thus, due to
nuclear family system and urbanization many
children were institutionalized.

Since ancient period the orphan and destitute
children were kept in "Ashram" or in "Anathalyas".
There was a common place, where all lived and
one caregiver who took care of all children. There
was not much thought given to psychological
needs. The parental role was played by the
caregiver. But today, the picture is changing; now
ashram has changed to residential care, where
these children are provided family like situation
recognizing the fact that the best place for child
to grow is family. Residential care is long term
care given to children in residential set up. There
are three types of residential care for destitute
and orphan children.

1. Institution or group care pattern

Residential care refers to a group care where

a few children stay in an institution where the
basic needs of food, shelter, clothing and
education are being catered. The children may
be here for short term or for long term. It can be
termed as orphanage. Orphanages may be run
by government or NGOs. Children whose
biological parents are deceased or unable to take
care are placed in orphanages.

Orphanages are g dormitory system where
children may or not get love, care ang affection.
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The children stay till 18 years and are e

and rehabilitated.
2. The residential homes of cottage pattern

Balsadan are run by nongovernmental
organizations. Balsadan is like cottage system
where eight to ten children stay in Sadan. House
mother is there to look after the children. The
housemothers give love, affection, care to the
children. Homely environment is created in the
Sadan.The children go to the normal school or
local school. Some Balsadans are funded by the
government. Thus homely environment helps for
the overall development of the child. The children
stay till 18 yrs and then rehabilitated and
reintegrated in the society.

3. Residential homes like SOS Children's

Village pattern

SOS Children's Village is a nongovernmental
organization. It provides family, a house and a
community to parentless and abandoned
children. It is a unique pattern of child care. The
environment within the village is healthy for the
child's emotional, intellectual, physical and social
development.

The philosophy of SOS Children's Village is
simple and very basic: Every child has the right
to good nurturing. The SOS Children's Villages'
work is based on four principles :

1. A Mother,

2. Brothers and Sisters,

3. AHome,

4. AVillage.

1. Mother ,

The Mother is the person with the ultimate
responsibility for meeting the child's physical and
emotional needs, as well as providing essential
love care. The SOS 'mothers' are selected with

great care. They

widows without their own families and, are

therefore able to commit themselves completely
to the responsibility of being in an SOS Village.
By employing such women SOS also contributes
towards their rehabilitation and provides them
with a congenial and secure environment to live
in. The SOS mother undergoes two years training

before undertaking her role.

2. Brothers and Sisters
The essence of a family is an essential part

of SOS Village. This is the reason why a group
of children of various ages grow up together as
brothers and sisters in order to achieve a family
atmosphee. Real brothers and sisters are not
separated and are accommodated in the same
house. On reaching adolescence, the boys are
shifted to a Youth Home.
3. AHome

The home is the focal point of the Village. It
is in the home that the children find security, a
feeling of 'belonging' and having their own place
in the world.SOS home is a self-contained unit
and is as close as possible to a normal home in
all respects. Every house consists of a living area,
kitchen, separate bedrooms for girls and boys,
and a room for the mother.
4. AVillage

SOS Village is the community in which the
child lives and finds support from other members
of this extended 'family’. SOS Village is generally
comprised of 15 family homes, a community hall,
administration offices, director's residence,
grocery shop, workshop, dispensary, essential
staff residences and large playgrounds. The
village presents a sense of society and a structure
that integrates the mothers, children, social
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workers and volunteers in an attempt to provide
every opportunity for the child to develop into a
happy, confident and productive person.

The uniqueness of this Family Based
Program lies in the care given to a child for life
where the child gets an alternative family and an
opportunity to grow. In every house the mother
provides the love and care and there are boys
and girls ranging from infancy to sixteen years
who grow up as real siblings. Children build
strong life long bonds within their SOS
familieswhere they learn values and share
responsibilities. The familyu environment makes
the children feel secure in a protected
environment. The environment in SOS Village is
like a small community where they maintain
contacts with their neighborhood families. The
care programme focuses on the individual child
development plan and health and education.

SOS mother leads the family according to
professional childcarestandards and receives the
required support from the villagedirector and
other co-workers, to ensure that the children's
Needs aremet and their rights respected. She
maintains the house and cooks healthy and
Nutritious food for the children. Children are
involved in the household chores within the family.
The children attended the best schools nearby
for education. The SOS mother supports the child

In their education and creates the educational
environment within the family. Special tutors are
appointed for the children who help them in their
Studies. The SOS mother regularly takes
feedback from schools and tutors for the
Intellectual development of the child. The children
Participate in the competition and competitive
€Xams held in the village as well as outside. Du.e
1o participation the child's self-confidence Is

boosted. The village supports the children to
develop their interest and hobbies by providing
them necessary things. They appreciate the child
for good behavior etc. which directly boosts the
moral of the child. The cultrual norms, spiritual
values are imparted to the children by celebrating
every festival in the village. The child is respected
in the family and involved in the decision process.
The SOS mother knows the strength and
weakness of the children and supports the
children to cope with their feeling. A sense of
security among the children helps them to share
their positive and negative feelings with the SOS
mother, counselor and with their siblings. They
also go for outstation trips. The SOS children's
village is well equipped with library, magazines
and newspaper and TV. Every SOS Children's

Village has playground well equipped with

swings, seesaw, sliders etc. Coaches are

available for sports activity for the children. Some

children have played at national level and district

level. The children spend vacations with their

immediate relatives, which helps themto build

strong bonds with their families.

The best child care practices are followed
by the SOS children's village for the child's overall
development. Special efforts are taken to
rehabilitate and reintegrate the children in the
mainstream. SOS children's villages have youth
hostel and after care services for children above
18 years where they are supported for their
settlement in their career, or organize marriages
of the girls.

SOS Children's Village pattern of substitute
family care develops the children physically,
emotionally, socially and intellectually and
reintegrates them in society as productive and

responsible citizens of the country,



