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Abstract: e
The article presents the current contents alert twols and discuss on different types of alerts services are. T Iﬂ !
Contents (TOC) alerts, daily/veekly email alerts, saved search alerts and Rich Site Swmmary (RSS) Feeds. E-a
tools are very important for researchers. These tools are establishing right information and prowde latest mfon atio
by email. Researcher need 1 keep np-to-date of Fnowledye of new area of subject by receiving regular email and
gpportunitiesto know the new research subject. They ger scholarly and relevant contenss literature from one cony
place through email. Hence.most of the researchers can use alert tools for current mformation intheir research
andwill achieve the quality bused schalarly work. :
Keywords: Alerts tool, RSS
1.0 Introduction:Information is very important for researchers throughout 1hcn' research activitie
It is available in print and electronic forms e.g. databases, electronic jounals and electronic book :
etc. Researchers need to keep up to date in their subject area. This is era of informat
communication technology and web technology. Most of the publishers we published th
journals in print as well as electronic form on internet. Researchers havé avajlability of vario
online tools help the current information for researchers in their subject field. They search
scholarly material including books, journal articles, conference papers, chapters, and theses on
wide range of subjects. But, researchers have to face many difficulties to find the right informat
at right time due to information overload. Hence. an e-alert tool is an effective tool for establishi
right contactsand provides latest information and forthcoming articles by email. Various e-ales
tools are available online. which are free with a formal registration with the publishers’ site.
enables users get the content pages of the journals.

1.1Alerting Services: A current awareness service is also known as alerting services keep up-
date with the latest research. They send regular automatic updates or alerts, when new informati
about topic is available. The purpose of a current-awareness service is to inform the research
about update of their area of interest content/information. During their studies, research
professional working life, they will be expected to keep abreast of the latest developments witl
their study/work area. Alerting services are free services provided by publishers. Many specialized
alert services are .l]su available from within indexes.databases, and electronic journals, which ¢z
ammmnu!l\ notify of new l\ published literature in areas of interest. These services range frox
emails of journal s latest table of contents to RSS feeds of customized citation alerts. Alerts are' 2
way of tracking new mauml that is being published in his/her field. either in traditionally

published formats such as books or journal articles, or from sources using newer publishi

will require creating o personal account before researcher can access these services and ma
electrontc alert services available to users.
Definition:“In gencral. "alert services” refer to features included with scholarly databases or made
available by journal publishers that allow user to be notified by email or text message w
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el e rsonal account. it
ecuiving Alerts: User can receive alerts via email of mal?rts. e
wz-t:ﬁé-'m'ost:dunnﬂon form of delivery or nouﬁgatron forkss:fwd’_
ts: RSS feeds are sometimes used to deliver aleits. To subscribe to an RSS feed,
need 4 reader or aggregator. There are different types of alerts servicesas gi ven: o
ble of Contenis Alerts (TOC): The table of contents of the most current issues 0f
malsuser specify. when signing up. It alerts automatically sends user the u!blc of contents fOfr
W journal issuc and provide a list of articles from forthcoming issues of a particular }ouma..'
y jowrnals provide free tables of contents and sometimes saved search alerts to 'new.l)
published content.Receive notifications Wwhen a new issue of a specific journal has been published.
Daily/Weekly Email Alerts - Alerts that noufy subscribers of articles matching

bmittedtopics. Alert frequencies vary depending on the publisher's databuse updates. This may
pe at various levels:

Citation Alert: Citation alerts are generated w
Citation tracking refers to a method of

71
&

hen new publications cite a particular work.
measuring the impact of research studies and/or for
identifying leading scholars in a particular discipline based upon a systematic analysis of who
has cited a particular study, how often a specific research study has been cited by others, and
by exploring what disciplines are represented by those subsequent citations.Researcher can
select a list of articles from a database. and: each time one these articles is eited in new
literature within (he database, researcher will be notified.
specific journal article is cited.

#i) Database Alerts: Researcher can save their se
. find new references that have been added to the
#ii1) New Book Published Alerts :

F offer alert options.

giv) Journal Website and Alerts:Many journals offer
8v) Current News:Issucs affecting rescarcher
tv1) Professional News — [atest developments
tvii) Research News — Depth awareness of research in researcher study/work area.

Vi) PublisherAlerts:Many publishers allow user o sign up for email or RSS alerts when
¢ books and/or Jjournals arc published. With these alerts, user will receive information faster

than a database alert, but the alerts will be narrower in scope and cover less new titles. Some
. alerts will also include items stll "in press” that are not yet published. Some publishers have
¢ Twitter feeds user can subscribe to.

: Saved Search Alerts: A search alert allows you to save a custom search within
or database. The scarch will run automatically, whe

esearcher specify, and rescarcher will
found.Construct a search within
Botifications, when new items
lerts do not save records; o
icles matching a search you
B. RSS Feeds : Many news sites and journal
Feeds.RSS  is a format for delivering re

eck one place for al updates and

Receive notifications a

arch strategy and re-run the search in future to
database.

Many publishers, book sellers. and e-book aggregator sites
alerting services.

areas of interest.

and guidance affecting researcher profession

an mdex
never the database is updated or at the interval

natification of any new material that s
a resource, save the seael Strategy, and receive email
are added to that resource that nuuch're'_saalsgﬁjgérsayed search. Search

nly the search statement. Search al@'ttis’:~“%:;g§ﬂﬁi€altd for all new
have saved, et

receive

publishers syndicate theireommm RSS
gularly changing web content.RSS feeds allow user o
alerts from websites and databases. By retri

2 2 3 = Z e ’. s
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content from spe
having to monite
aceounts on various
2.0 Need:Re sarche
sgbject area, due toinf
?;::?2‘}::‘::0;1}; ;?e' . age. Hence, there is need an effective tool, )
ey SUbject ( h)‘ . ;s‘_(\)lme points an‘; gxygn as follows: (a) Alert pr?wdes- iforn
et s gives an pppmmnuws to learn new research subject, (c) kﬁ‘be—‘l'P { ti

ink about subject,(d) it helps to aware about current relevant literatur ol
researcher o read receiving regular updafes from good quality newsletters or bulletins r’(f)"‘I"'. assist
researcher to updates from key journals in related study or work area,(g) Search alerts to ensure
that new material is published on topic.Hence, an e-alert tool is very needful and important tool for
researchers to establish ri ght contacts and provides latest information. i gl
3.0 Benefits:There are following benefits of content alert services can be especially useful because
for researchers in their research field as follows: ' i

(@) Alert search relevant scholarly literature from one convenient placethrough email.

(b) Know related works. citations, authors, and publications. £

(¢) Awarcresearchers keep up with recent developments in any area of research.

(d) Know to identify whoseciting publications.

(¢) Tdentifying important scholars in a particular field who have subsequently cited the

work.

(f) Save the time.
4.0 Limitations: (ollowing limitations are as follows:

(a) Need intemet

(b) Awareto operateInformationCommunication Technology(ICT)

(¢) Require email address
5.0 Resources Use IX-Alerts Services:Various Association/ Organisations/ Publishers/Databases
are proving TOC,Search.citation alerts Link/ RSS feed.
Table -: 1 Shows Some IE- Resources Use E-Alert and RSS Feed Services
S.N. | Association/ Organisations/ AlertsLink/ button
Publishers/Databases :

I Annual Reviews Email notification i
2 Cambridge Journals Citation alert. New contents alert
3 Amazon Product T Create email alerts

4 Americun Chemical Society Search alerts, TOC alert

5 American Institute of Physics Subscribe ro email alert

6 American Medical Association Get alerts

7 Annual Reviews RSS feeds :

8 | Biomed Centrul Add to saved searches/sign up |
9 BioOne Sign up for e-alert o

10 Cambridge Journals Search alert

11 Compendex/INSPEC Create Alert %

12 EBSCO E-mail Alert link/RSS Searck
13 Google Scholar Cited by g%
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Hiohwue Press. . alerts
JSTOR ' Alerts s
* Nawre Publishing E-alert Sign upﬂ‘bpicmieﬂ
OVID Set email alerts
Project Muse Email alerts
ProQuest Set up alert, Create RSS feed,alert email
PubMed Plus Create alert
Sage Journals Email alert
Scopus Set citation alert
Taylor and Francis Online Alert me/ TOC email alert/ TOC RSS
Web of Science Create citation alert
Wiley Online Library Get new content alert e

Conclusion:Researchers needs to update knowledge in their subject area. They wants to find
relevant information. Alerts services can give an oppor tunity for researcher to aware about recent
- wrends in their field.Using alert tools,researcher receives relevant contents at e-mail The success of
- alert tools will be achieved only, when the increase uses of alert tools and the research output by
researchers Library and Information Science (LISc) professionals can be raise awareness of alert
tools among researchers. They should organising training and orientation programme and support

researchers for their rescarch work by using alert tools. However, researcherscan use alert tools o -
save their time and task in research work.
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